TOXicology Data NETwork (TOXNET) www.toxnet. nlm.nih.gov , is a web-based information system that provides access to information regarding the medical, occupational, pharmacokinetic, toxicological, and environmental effects of biological and chemical substances. TOXNET is maintained by the National Library of Medicine's Division of Specialized Information Services, a part of the National Institutes of Health within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. TOXNET includes bibliographic, factual, and dictionary data banks.
One factual data bank is the Hazardous Substances Data Bank (HSDB) www.toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgibin/sis/htmlgen?HSDB , which contains more than 5,000 comprehensive records for unique chemical compounds. The data covered in this resource include the following: chemical identification, chemical and physical properties, safety and handling, human and nonhuman toxicity data, pharmacology, metabolism, environmental fate, monitoring and analysis, and regulatory information. HSDB files are peer-reviewed by a group of nationally and internationally recognized scientists and physicians. Another factual data bank is Haz-Map www.hazmap.nlm.nih.gov/ , which provides information about occupational exposures to chemical substances. Haz-Map also contains acute human toxicity information. Another data bank, Household Products Database www.hpd.nlm.nih.gov/ , contains data derived from material safety data sheets and product labels for items commonly purchased in grocery stores and hardware shops.
The Toxics Release Information (TRI) www.toxnet. nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/htmlgen?TRI provides data reported to EPA on the amount of specified (regulated) chemicals that industrial and governmental organizations release into the environment (air, water, soil), as well as data on the amounts removed from a particular facility. For information regarding the NLM's bibliographic and factual files, go to www.nlm.nih.gov , and for access directly to TOXNET, go to www.toxnet.nlm.nih.gov .
Jack Snyder
National Library of Medicine National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD 20892 E-mail: snyderj@mail.nlm.nih.gov
